Value of the teeth.
A random sample of 542 respondents answered questions concerning the value assigned to the teeth, dental attendance pattern, oral health status, and dental anxiety. Non-linear multivariate analysis showed the data regarding value attached to the teeth to contain two dimensions, of which the second one was deleted due to extreme answer patterns (skewed distributions) on the pertinent variables. Repetition of the analysis, including a plot of the respondents, made it possible to discern four subsamples, characterized by specific answer patterns. In the discussion attention was given firstly to the separate variables estimating the value attached to the teeth, and next to the four subsamples, taking into consideration the dental attendance pattern, oral health status, and dental anxiety. It was concluded that the multivariate approach reveals that the respondents are of a rather high heterogeneity.